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1 m Kesponsive to communication(s) filed on 16 July 2001 . ORIGINALLY FILED 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D f!n«V h,S appli ^ tion isin condilion for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits k 
Disposition of Claims™ ^ ^ ***** & ^ ^ 1935 C D " 1 1 453 ^ 213 ' S 
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6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. MAY 0 9 2002 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

^Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 55-59 and 96 are drawn to a method of inhibiting tumor cell growth 
using hlFN-x classified in class 435, subclass 7.23. 

II. Claims 66-71 and 97 are drawn to a method of inhibiting viral replication 
using hlFN-t classified in class 435, subclass 5. 

Inventions I and II are independent and distinct, each from the other, because the 
methods are practiced with materially different process steps for materially different 
purposes and each method requires a non-coextensive search because of the different 
starting materials, process steps and goals. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

2. The claims of Groups I and II are drawn to multiple peptide sequences (SEQ ID NO: 
2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10). Each of the different peptide sequences are independent and 
distinct because no common structural or functional properties are shared. Accordingly, 
these sequences are each subject to restriction under 35 U.S.C. § 121. Regardless of 
the Group elected, Applicant is additionally required to elect a single peptide sequence, 
which if determined to be patentable, would also be patentably distinct from the other 
nucleic acid sequences. This requirement is made under 1192 O.G.68 Notice 
(November 19, 1996), as examination of more than one sequence in one application 
would result in an undue burden on the PTO. 
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3. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jegatheesan Seharaseyon whose te.ephone number is 
703-305-1 1 12. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Kunz can be reached on 703-308-4623. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-0294 for 
regular communications and 703-308-4227 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0196. 




